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Tlic Senate, aa in committee o( the whole, returned the
coiiMtdoratjon t>f iho bill for the admission of California as
a State into ihe Union, to eMgblith territorial govern¬
ments for Utah and New Mexico, and making proposal*
to I exas for the establishment o.' her western and north
<ni boundaries.

I lie nem|inic question was on the following amend¬
ment, mi bin ii ted by Mr. Foot* before the adjournment on
r i u ay : ri
Strike om the totjih liiie,und io ihe word "theroon" lfiohi-1

»iv», in the eleventh line ol'iho thirty-ninth section, und iti-l
ssri,In l.uu llieruol, .. wiioro the thiriy-lburtli dfeoul
rionh iautude crosses suid river." i

*

At the end of the bill, aJd us follows:
That nothing in tliie act contained ahull he iu

uuuatr^ed a* in any manner to impair any ri4jbts which the
rMaie o< lcxa* may now have to uny territory claimed bv
hi und,'r 4m1 bV authority ol" her lit..- ol boundary ol
1Mb, in tiioi rveiu liial the terin* propoted lotaid Stale ol

,
Ju" ?I'omIu not be uoeepted, in ilm suinu manner a« it*

tln» set had not Imid i And yrovidtd, nlio, Tint nothing
In line art contained »hatl be *o cnn-liued unto coniiu vone
' l"'noipk» ot ootnpiomite on the nubjeutot slavery itnbo-
rle«t in ihe Texan resolutions ol annexation, in rrua.d to
he I errttory, lhece«»luu ot which, on the pail ol Texan, it

provided for by this act.
'

Mr. FOOTE. Mr President, it is unnecessary that I
should occupy much ot the lime of the Senate iu explain
ing ttie amendments which 1 have proposed to the bill
1 bey are three hi number. The first of them proposes
to make the northern boundary of Texas the 34th deurrc
of north latitude; the second proposes to retain in lavor
of lexM her present title to all the territory embraced bv
her Jaw of boundary of Is3l), in the event of her reject¬
ing the pro|KwiUou about to be made to her in regard to
the cession of a portion of that territory; and the third
reaffirms the validity of the Texas resolutions ol annex
anon in like manner as has been already done in their
report of the Committee of Thirteen. 1 do not regard
?"> « these amendments as indispensable; but I am sat-
ished that they would make the bill more acceptable to
many members of the two houses of Congress, and tend
to impart additional satislacliou to the country. I hope
that they will be adopted.
fhe VfCEPKESII>ENT stated that the amendment

wa*iadopted by the senator from Mississippi.
Mr. CLAY 1 have no doubt of the amicable purpose

for w hich the senator from Mississippi has o.lered his
amendment; out I regret to my, sir, that while I shall not
announce what 1 will make or wiiinot make a >uk otw
uon, 1 cannot a^ree with httn as to any one of the amend-
men's. 1 think two o! them are, according to my con

ception, wiong; and the third is unneces ary ; though as
to that, 1 have no objtc.ion lo it» being adop.ed.

I winh,t»ir, that ai) /rieitd Iron) bad known
the great trouble, the extra pain*, which wa* uicen by the
Committee ol Thirteen, to consider what was the most!
suitable rouihero boundary lor New Mexico. We had'
I be cubject before u» in the committee lroin time to time
and Irtuii day to day. This very proposition of 34 deir ,

ol waking Uie 34ih degree of north lat.tude the northern
boundary ol Iexas, ai.il the southern boundary of New
Mexico, was belore us. We considered it, di*cu*sed it,
and decided against it; but decided upon a line twenty
miles above El Pa*o, and then across to the Indian leiri-
tory. 1 will not take up the time ol the Senate to go into
Ibe various considerations which <>|ieratc upon the
committee. Up object was to divide as little as possible
liorri ubat wassup^iosed lo be the ancient boundary of
JNew Mexico. 1 was myself extremely desirous that lil
I aw should have been retained as the noitiiern boundary
of iexa*, and tne southern boundary ot New Mexico, be¬
lieving ihat that was the ancient souihem boundary of New
Aiexico. 1 still think so, and should still preter it. But that
was yielded, and finally a line was adopted twenty miles
*bwve LI Paso, and thence to the iudiau territory. That
change was made lot this put|>o.-e. It was said that there
were »ome settlements between El Paso, and some twenty
or thirty miles above, which had no connexion with
r»ew Mexico, but bad connexions with Texas. Tbey
were said by some to be inaccessible to tne capital of
I>ew Mexico; but it turns out that the journey is not so

impracticable as was said. There is a desert called the
Ur*ert of Jornado del Mueito, which extends from

jweniy miles auove El Paso for some distance; hut it is,
luelieve, the route lor the commerce and traffic between
aanta Fe and El Paso. It turned out that this is the true
oute ot the case, tor 90 or 100 miles.dillerent gentle-
men varied in the distance.theie is no water whatever
to be obtained; and hence it was described as very dif.|
hcuit lo pass over. But, in point of laci, it is a bowling
green coveied \fiih grass.prairies witnout any hill or

mountain ol any consideratde exient; and it is the great
thoroughfare Irom Santa Ke to Chihuahua, the province
beiow. rinaily, however, in consequence ol the at-

connexion of the inhabitants immediately above
twe,ay, frorI> 'I. Of within that distance,

with Iexas, and inconsequence ol the desert north ol
that place, we finally, witu some reluctance, did consent
to the adoption ol a point twenty miles above El Paso
>ow, sir, what is proceed to lie done i El Paso is
shout in north latitude M degree*. From thence to Santa
fe, in the latitude of 3d degrees and a half, there are
about degrees from El Paso lo the line mentioned in
the resolutions of annexation. It is projosed to take up
alKiut one-ball of it, on the east side of the Rio Grande;
that is,lo reduce J) degrees toff. The inevitable effect
ol that would be to dimmish very gieatly the pecuniary
equivalent which it is proposed to offer to Texas lor the
»uriender of the territory to the United States; to give her
land which she does not want, to take from her money
winch xhtsdoe* want. I do hope my friend from Missis
»i|'pi will waive this amendment, at a matter fully con¬

quered.amply considered.in the committee; and that
wey will not disturb the result of their labors, which may
not won end. 1 know that some gentlemen h*ve insist
ed that Texas was yerv desirous to have the line ol 3<;
degrees. Perhaps, if I were to exchange positions with
tone of these geutiemen. 1 should hold a similar position
with '"em.wanting to get all the land and ail the money
' could. But, alter full consideration, finding that we
could not comply with the wishes of gentlemen from
iexas, we took up the subject for consideration for our

.elves, and we agieed u|>ou this point If you begin lo
niMurb it, where is it to end I All these are proposition
to leiaa. She may reject them, or accede to them, as

pleases. I truM, therefore, if there be any change,
'naI *e »hall not move the line funher above El Paso,
r,u' *h»" the line down to B Paso, rather Itian to
"»y it up to 34 degrees, the eNect of which, I am con
»ineed, would se injuuous to Texas, giving her what she
'lots not want, ami disturbing whst 1 take to be the
sncient limns of a province, which 1 have been desirous
to preserve intact.
The next resolution which the senator proposes I said

"" unnecessary At the same Ume I have no objection
to it. 1 will read it:

fgllM^.Tfcat .ttoag la tbii set contained .bill be M
^«niT. . 7 n,*nner lo impair .be riKhu of the

.?» territory cUhned by her, in tne

K,mu P«»l><m<l lo Suite ol Texas tbouhl
not !>«' accepted.

I thought of that in drawingup the bill, asd inserting a

proviso retaining to the government of the United Stales
ail iu rights uiiimpaiied We tunned it to ihe govern-
ment, however, because «. were the parly making the
overture*, and if our overtures shoulu be rejected? our

rights might he, by implication, impaired, hiiJ so we

thougtit it necessary to put in a proviso, thai if the terms

proposed to T'exae should not It acceded to, our rights
would be perfect. It was not necessary, in my opinion ;
but still if u is insisted upon, I have no objection with re¬

gard lo it
With regard lo that, really I think our soatVrn

Mends ought to lie attisfad with what the committee has
proposed. What the committee has propose.! is to adopt
Hie principle of non-intervention in New Mexico.to leave
il» state of the law just as it is.neither to favor the in¬
troduction of slaveiy nor ita exclusion.to let things
"lone. Is not that sufficient.' What necesaity ie there
lor reaffirming the obligatory fotce <>i the articles of an¬

nexation f 1 hey alfcnd for themselves. What is the ob¬
ject of doing it I It is not a proposition which has any
Kaciical bearing whatever. It is a mere abstract asaer-
"<»n in this body of a principle which is aa far secured as
tins body CM Mean it WkMaver are the conseqaeocea
of the cession of this territory will depend ii|>on the
course of affairs in the Termoriee. You cannot cede
teuitory, and yet hate it remain in the same condition

¦"'effects aa it it were not ceded. You cannot de-
,*<-n New Mexico from Texas, and yet have them re-

J2»in as if they were r.ot ee|ntraied That Mmi to be
'he object of the resolution. You wleh to preserve the
'"gbt of slaveholders to go w ith their slaves Into these
territories. Well, if it exists by law, you have got thai
"pht You do not want us to secure the right to you u
you already have it. You do not want any funher enact
utut 1 mink, therefore, u I stated when i roee, that

the first ami third amendments ought not to prevail. If
ut *?,?? (-n* upon, I do not know that there
U anything m it to object to

k . »j
' Hl" vtfy «*lactant to troqble the Sen.

ate, but I desire to states few facts, to which I wish |0
call their attention, in relation to this proposed line 1

ZT;Vh°'? MII e bu'°"e wntiment pervading every
eide of he chamber, so far as the line is concerned, with
thiVSfwUl. ,,0'"V r,d lhat i9',he P^l-riety of makinj
ns division so as to be most conducive to the interests

anl comloriI of the inhabitants that are found In be there

A? K?Pmb i r ' '."bou»3*deg north latitude
At hi Paso, and above and below it. there are inhabi¬
tants; twenty milts Wl|| not include all the inhabitants
t&rfch-, 1 lol,d ^ intlS
traders from that section of country, that atiout sixty
or seventy miles above K1 Fas,,, there is « town <3
Dona Ana, at which there are about four hundred inhabi-

1 bes,e Persons are laid off in a county in Texas,
and are regularly organized; they have organized thei^
count, and have recently voted at elections in Texas.
1 lie exact jioint at which it is located cannot be ascer-

.o' \a<Vi \8 no accur*cy with regard to where the
parallel of latitude crosses the Kio Grande What is call
ed the Jornado del Muerto commences above the town
oi Uona Ana. The mountains on the Kio Grande itself
renJer that stn-am entirely inaccessible for a distance,
variously estimated by those bust acquainted with it from
ninety to one hundred miles; to the east of this there is
another rniige of mountains running parallel with the
Kio Grande, and in between them isaiilain covered with
hue glass but destitute entirely of water and of lim¬
ner; and travellers, in passing from Santa Fe to El
I aso, have to encounter the difficulty of [Kissing over
country ol at least ninety miles.some say one hun-
ed miles and upwards.with their animals, where

'"m"01 a l'!rol'. of vva,er nr » »ticic of
' ' f* or is this the only difficulty, but the
mountain*, shutting in pretty close in some pla-
.fln!, .lhe,AW t0,,he ,m>st formidable tribes

h...
,he Cuinanches, the A|«ches, and Na vinos;

.nut ti?i?areKiTe ,erei* and ,have done so'or years past,
' ?'1 ,? .nue lo do it. I venture the assertion "that

Ti^!,.,. U#! ,"""1 wh<,r,J lbeif hostilities will cease.

,r. 11
"P00' mountains and watch this pass for

iravelleis, as their object is either blood or plunder, and
ny this means they frequently become possessed of a

<ui;e amount of property. They have- spies upon the
i.o P .nountains^and as soon as a caravan enters the
pas* at either end. notice is given tothe surrounding war-

now, and by the time the travellers reach the other end

:eX.ha,u*te<l w,lh !rarell,ng night and day, worn out

iri'(»»^ttli^i?h wa,er' a"d their animals not in acondition to

rush «,«n^hany'V^',y,klh« ln,iian# on fresh horses
." ' ul»on tbem, and they become an easv i>rey. That is

r h.rm'' ,,,0n °f tbr ,brough which the
leoide of whom I was speaking hiive logo to Santa Ke
Whatever jurisdiction you establish at Santa Ke must ex¬
tend over ail these |»eople within the line, and there is
fits pass, which renders it a matter of vast difficulty for
them lo have any intercourse at all 1 have no doubt
that many peisone here say lhat these peoirte are very
unwilling logo to Ttxaswho actually believe lhat it is
the case, because there are various motives which will
induce it. One that I have no doubt has great weight out of
doors, is the suggestion that the great road from the val-
le/ol the iYlissii-sippi to the Pacific ocean will pass the
Kio Grande close to El Paso, and therefore the anxietv
to secure the point where this road will cross. It would
be unreasonable to suppose that these people would be
Msiroas of forming any connexion with Santa Fe. This
is altogether a mistake; but it is not material to go into
it now. Sometimes I am told these j>eole haveWo sub-
feet to the jurisdiction of Santa Fe, but they had at one
time a jurisdiction of their own, which was called New
litscay. There is another difficulty. The vacant land
lor a few miles at this point is ol but little consequence,
as most of it is covered by titles.

if these people should be attached to Santa Fe, they
will be subjected to the neces ity of going through this

i 1*al ol government: These people
would thus be located near the borders of Texas, sub¬
ject to another jurisdiction, and near the road which em¬

igrants lo California now take through Texas, and being
almost free from the jurisdiction ol Santa Fe, Indians
and bad men would congregate there for bad purposes
Beingupon the borders of Texas, and near to a very
densely populated poition of the State, collisions with
these people Would naturally be the is-ult. and they could
not get along without great difficulty and troutde. A
matter of tins sort occurred some \ears ago. There was
a piece of territory between the Unite State* and Spain,
Qilled the neultal ground, upon which a number of reek-
ess men settled. The Spanish government sent a force
to Nacogdoches to preserve quiet, and the American gov¬
ernment sent an army, and both the forces could not keep
be people in subjection ; they were subject to no jurisdic-

J i of depredations in their
neighborhood. The sol hers went and burnt down their
houses; but that did no good, for as soon as Ihe forces
weregqge they came back ; and I venture to say lhat this
continent could not raise »uch a dc«|>eraie set of men a*
was rained there. Well, if yoo leave these |ieople to
Santa r», they w,U be just in the same situation, and
bor lering close ujKm Texas; and, so far as the matter of
consideiation is concerncd, it amounts to nothing where
the line is; for, so lar as the value of this rerritory is
concerned, it will lie of^o benefit to Texas, or the Uni¬
ted States, or Santa t e, in that respect.
Mr. DAY TON. 1 understand the senator to say that

the section #f country below El Paso borders on Texas
and on a iK.pulpu, county. What is the county imme
diately sou Hi of El Paao, Bnd what is the population ? I
have uuderstoo. that the section of country intervenine
between it and the populous part of Texas was verv

populated, if populated at all.
.
Mr. HUSK. There is a portion of the county of El

ulcus
W l>0,,ul0u'^n<1 a Portion of it that is not pop-

Mr. DAYTON. v But how of the country below El
r: n!,^" popu'ous part of Tens* >

Mr. KUSK. 1 hat is a difficult question to answer.
f here is a (*oint called El Paso, at which there was if
small settlement heretofore, and now I asi told lhat lliere
is a very large settlement growing up in that neighbor-
nood the roads do not run up and down the Rio
urande, nor is tnere any communication up and down
that stream, except above El Paso. The communication
M the other way, across. No farss the value of this ter¬
ritory is concerned. either to the United Stales or Texas
it amounts to little or nothing. The land is all taken up
in uUes, | here is a population ol about four hundred.
mostly Mexican, at Dana Ana; it ia an old settlement,
and some of the grants of land run back to a very old
date. Ihe object of the amendment is to tirevent the
contusion ami discontent which would result from fixing
the line so as to place these people under Ihe jurisdic¬
tion of Santa Fe, with which tbuy could have but little
intercoiiise.
Mr. MANGUM. When this question was under con¬

sideration by the Committee of 'Thirteen, personally I
led a strong inclination to have the point of depaiture
ftxed at or near ihe southern limit, as it has been recog-
iiised for many years-of New Mexico, that ia to say.
El Paso, or the Pass

7

Mr. RUSK Wi:l the senatorallow me I I take issue
with linn on that point. It has not been recognised us

the soutuern limit.
Mr. MANGUM. Some very ancient documents repre¬

sent it a« being at that point; at all events, including El
t aso. and taking departure eastward froin the Rio Grande,
T-r"!!'?»" Mow ,he '( was upon information
uenvedlrom this source, as well as maps and general
nrLI^"1*'"1"' !h*1! "pok®- ' think such was the im-

.hi! «.n *en 'y.0' lbe committee. It was represented
*hl. .

"l,nM,'e 'hat there is a settlement of a consider*

or ooutk!ii«*trt0£i°?> of u,e Kio Grtuale. near

io» ti.ii i I a'"' abov® it for seveial miles

far iTi ,11' m ,'i ' °- J.0Urn'V "I Ueath. That desert, as

ml.1 h f" 0r"""'0" lro"' (he very imperfect
maps btfope us, aim personal tepresentations was from

seventy or eighty, or more, miles troin the Pass Uu-

MUblVfllie liTM' 01 c,"lfl'c,'"g «nd ncom-
I'nuoie statements and representations, the information
even at this moment, must be regarded as unreliable ami
very unsatisfactory. With theTlew.
population, represented as residing on the ea*t side ot th.
Kio Grande, near El Paso, should not be taken from

"f**' 11 heing alleged thai she had extended her laws
ai»d jurisdiction in fact over the county of KI Paso it

agreed, at first to hx Ihe |»oint of <le|«rture from the
Kio Grande, ten miles above the Pass, and u|Kin further
consideration, to make assurance doubly sure, it was

agreed to fix it twenty miles in a straight line above the
middle of the pass. It seemed to be well understood thai
twenty miles would include the whole of that pomt-
iation. i his consideration, together with an Mai-
ttonal one, determined the committee, as I suppose.
it certainly regulated my course on this subject
the otuer consideration to which I allude, is, thai
in all probability, at no remote period, there may be
a southern line ot communication across the continent
'rom the waters of the Gulf to the Pacific, by railroad or

otherwise; and that El Paso will be fouud the easiest and
most practicable route to pass the mountains to reach ihe
beadwater* of the Gila, and that Texas ought very prop-

erly to retain possession and jurisdiction up to and as far
"ver the puss UN the treaty Guadalupe Hidalgo will justify.
But since that time, I have had occasion to look through
! ner| IBtf.»t'ng *nanu»cri|»». for which the Senate lias
called Oh tne department ibis morning, and the main tact
uponi which it was determined to fix the point of depar¬
ture from the Kio Grande twenty miles above the pa>-*
turns out to be wholly unfounded, and exactly the re¬
verse of the understanding of the committee. I refer to
the report ol Captain French. It is written in the form
or a diary, and contains much information in regard to a

country of which hut little has hitherto been accurately
Itnown, and about which much exaggeration has been
imposed upon the public. At the point on the east side
ol the Kio Grande, opposite El I'aso, instead of there
being a large population, there areonlv three houses on
the American, or east side The town of El I'aso is wholly
si uated in Mexico. There are three villages on the
island, but to what jurisdiction they will uppertain must
remain uncertain, until the boundary line shall be estab-
Itshed between the possessions of Mexico and the United
States, as fixed by thelreaty of Hidalgo.
lln. *1 "P to the Desert of Death. I think it not
unlikely that there are nota dozen families on the Ameri¬
can side, perhaps not half that number. The manuscript
to which I refer, and which may be regarded as entirely
reliable, afford* no information on that (>oint, as the ob¬
jects of the expedition did not require an exploration of
that locality.
Mr. KUiiK. [ must really interrupt the honorable

senator. ||« is speaking now of a document which 1
know nothing about; but I have a return of the vote*: of

numbly ° ^ Mn(* are nearly 700 in

Mr MANGUM. I have not come to that yet. I
speak of the intervening territory, between the middle of
the paw and the Desert of Death. I have 110 reliable in
formation of any population of consequence, and they
not of the white race, but pwbtoa. I do not controvert
the information of the honorable senator as to the pop.
ulation of El Paso, twenty, or thirty, or more miles be-
low as well us above the piss.
Mr HUSK. The town of Dona Ana ia above El Paso

del Norte. A
Mr. M ANGUM. I understood the senator to say be-

low I have not examined the map to ascertain where
that town is situated. 1'here is, however, I apprehend,
no reliable informHtionof there being more than twenty
families between El P.iso and the desert. On the other
hand.u|>on the oppose side of the Kio Grande, (the
Mexican side,) tuera are several thousand inhabitants on
a plain where the town is situated. The plain is not re
markable for fertility, but the inhabitants derive a hare
subsistence from the products of the soil. Grain, to sup¬
ply the wants of emigrants, or for 01 her purposes, has to
be brougnt from Chihuahua. 1 will make another gen
eral remark on the information derived from this report.
1 1 m .

0
1 cou.n,ry, from San Antonio to the Paso

del Norte, with occasional exceptions, is, perhaps, to an
American Atlantic eye, one ol the most arid, sterile, un¬
desirable, and worthless that any American eye ever
looked upon within the old limits of the possessions of
the United States. On one hand, huge, naked, volcanic
mountains sprucing up to the clouds ; 011 the other, vast
anJ plains, rocky, unproductive, not shaded by a tree,
ilwarled or otherwise j and such a scarcity of water; and
what there is, is ol the worst conceivable quality, so that
the traveller is subjected to the greatest extremities of
suffering for the want «f it.
The expedition, of whose observations I have availed

myself, being one to lay out and open a military road
Iroin S<n Antonio to Paso del Norte, returned from the
pass 011 a different and more northern route. The ap¬
pearance of the country was still more inhospitable.
Speaking of a distance of one hundred and seventy miles
down the Pecos to the "Horse Head." the r.port savs:
. out few places can be found mdre solitary, or present a
more dreary appearance, than all this region of the Pe-
CO*i u

°"'-v '*'e' or moT'nK things, are now
anil then a single dfer or a few antelopes, flocks of duck*
circling over the lagoons, or a solitary crane winging his
way up the course ol the-stream ; the grass coarse and

tain d "
w culiuaty purposes with difficulty ob-

It this country were situate between Pennsylvania and
New York, or Pennsylvania and Virginia, it would be
considered utterly worthless, and remain uninhabited, 1

unless by serpents: and anuch of it would not produce
enough on ten acres to keep alive one black snake. As
to tuis country ever becoming a slave country, I have
Ion/ since become satisfied that it is beyond the remotest
piobibility ; indeed, I regard it an impossibility. It never

can; no, never, unlesa, indeed, mines shall be discov-
ered, and slave labor earned into the bowels of the earth, j
bxcept in mines.and we have no information of any
discoveries.slave labor would be not only not produc-
tive, but to the proprietor ruinous. In resiiect to the pro-'
posed amendment to fix 31 degree* north latitude as the1
Emnt of departure, I cannot vole lor it. I adhere to to my
rst iinpre-s.on, that just north of El Paso it the proper

point ol departure. j
As to the other amendment, that the territory ceded by

.

remain in the same plight as to slavery up
to M deg. 30 min., as it now ia under the resolutions of
annexation, I think no declaration to that effect is at all
necessary. 1 differ entirely with the senator from Ken¬
tucky on this point. 1 shall not argue it now. But,
whether 1 am right or wrong, I consider the whole matter
as of no iiRictical importance. Slavery never can.never
will go there. Slavery will never abide long where it is
unprofitable. Where it shall be found profitable, it pro-
bably will to the end, as it haa from the beginning;, ex-
1st; abolitionism, free soilism, and all the rest to the con¬

trary notwithstanding. But in New Mexico, if a pro-1
prietor with fifty or a hundred hnnds were there, he and
they must soon remove, or be supported by other means
than their labor. If neither removal could be accom-

plished nor extraneous support could be obtained, if the
slaves would not run away from the master, he wouli
run away from bis aiaves. telave labor can be of no
value there. - It can never go there. Therefore, I think
the proposed amendment wholly unnecessary, and ad¬
here to the bill, in this res|*ect, as retried.
Mr. TUKNEY. Is it in order to move to strike out the

whole section .'
The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion is not io order

now.
Mr. TURNEY. Then I give notice that, when the

proper time-arrives, I will move to strike out the whole
section.

Mr. JIUSK. 1 desire a word of explanaiion. I think
the senator from North Carolina ia not only a little con-

fused in Ins geographical notion*, but also that he has re¬

ceived very wrong information in tegard to the character
ol the soil about Kl Paso. The honorable senator has
been milled. Until very recently there has been no com-
rnunicaiiun wnh El Paso. There is a point upon the

"'°iJ*rande called Paso del Norte ; there is also a county
of hi I aso, which'commences some miles below that
point, apd runs «#(> some sixty miles above it. Now, with
regard to the character of the soil, it is a matter of no

consequence to this discussion, only as indicating the
character of the country generally. I have not been
there, but I have betfn over such country very frequently,
looking out for Indians more than lor water or good land,
and I c >n tell the senator that the notea of tue country
taken under such circumstances are not much to he re¬
lied on. I have gone over a country searching for In¬
dians. or when I knew that Indians were seaiching for
me. and I have thought it a poor country; and I have
afterwards gone over the same country when there were
no Indians alter me, and thought it a very fine country.
[A laugh ] feihaps if the senator from Noith Carolina
had gone out there he would bave made an examination
in the face of his red brethren of the forest, but I do
not think that at this day an explorer going from San An-.
tonio to LI Pa«o could say there was no water,
Mr. MANGUM. Will the senator alktw me to correct

him f gather my information from an exploration made
last fall under the or.lers of the government by engineers
appointed to la) out a military route.

liil'i'.iTu "l* e"f5int*r in command t
Mr. MANullM Capt H renrli was one ol them, and

the names ol the other officers I have forgotten. He had
exploring parties m every direction looking out for water
and timber throughout the whole rotl*e, and for the last
sketch, ninety or one hundred miles, to bring them to the
Kio Grande at El Paso, there were 110 inhabitant*.
Mr. RUSK. Well, Mr. President, the sterility of the

land above, or about, or below El Paso, amounts to noth
ing in the adjustment of this question. If a .lid, I will
iniotm the senator that it is iny opinion that a great many

Gsrsons will leave the rich valley* and gardens of North
arolina before many year* and go to this desert as he

chooses to call it.
But that ia not the point. The State of Texa* has laid

oot a county including the point El Paso, and running m.
to about the lower end of the Detort of Death From
that territory tuere was a return of about aeven hundred
and fifty vote, made at the last election*.

*fr- KINQ. The main object we had in vieV was to
settle, a* far as practicable, the dispuM boundary o

texia. I hat was one great object. IfTtrtauiiy was-
I entertained an opinion very different from many ot,,,.,,
as to the right of Texas to the boundary claimed. .VI,
opinion was that the claim of Texa* coulJ not be success
lully controverted. But we do not shut oar eye* to tke

fact that it was a disputed boundary. Their object wai
lo prevent,if possible, any collision between the people of
New Mexico, suppo«iug themselves to be within its limits
properly appertaining <o New Mexico, and the authori¬
ties of Texas, which was threatened, and which would
be most unfortunate. Hence it was that with reference
to the ex'ent of country, supposing from the nature oj the
country tlmt it would be of very great importance either
to Texas or New Mexico to accomplish these objects, I
was prepared to go in favor of piocuiing of the State of
Texan, by purchase, at a reasonable compensation.al¬
though I had no doubt of her title.such a portion as

would settle the two question's permanently, in doing so,
however, the gentlemen of the committee will do me the
justice to say, that I insisted that we should not run any
line that would cut off any portion in which there were
actual settlers in the valley of the liio Grande south of
what is termed by senators the Journey ot Death. To
accomplish that object, with the information we then
had, we supposed that a straight line from El Paso, for
twenty miles, would answer the purpose, but wpuld leave
this desert within the limits of the territory assigned to
New Mexico; and we took that, for the reason just set
forth by the senator from Texas, that it gave them great
inconvenience to have to pass through this territory in
order to communicate with the portion of New Mexico
where business is transacted.

1 go .further, sir. I stated then.and the chairman of
the committee will understand and affirm what 1 say.
that 1 hoped that if it should be ascertained during the
discussion that the line proponed by the committee would
not effect that object, of throwing all the settlements
south of this desert within the limits of Texas, that there
would he no difficulty in extending it so as to accomplish
that object. I have information, that I think cannot be
questioned, that there is a very considerable portion of
the people settled upon the Rio Grande north of that line,
not merely north oi El Paso, but for the whole distance
to Jornada del Muerto, or Journey of Death, for nearly a

hundred miles ; along that whole valley there are settle¬
ments; but there are,.noith of the Journey of Death,
which terminates between 38 deg. and 34 deg. north lati¬
tude, no settlements'Whatever. ^So that, if you establish
this amendment, as proposed by the honorable senator
from Mississippi, of 31 de^., you include within the limits
of Texas the whole population south of this desert, and
you cut off none north of the desert, but leave them in
uirect communication with Santa Fe: which will, I
think, settle all difficulties as between New Mexico and
Texas. I hope, sir, that my honorable friend from Ken¬
tucky, with the understanding that we were to include
all these people in the limits of Texas, will not throw
any obstacles in the way of the amendment to accomplish
that object The vdlue of the strip of territory can be no

ohjqet at all, but the inhabitants do not wish to be cut off
from Texas, and united to New Mexico, with which
they are not naturally connected, which I shall oppose,
and which f presume the members ol the committee will
oppose. 1 trust that if we take this boundary the whole'
question is settled.

I know, sir, that many of my friends seem lo have no

inconsiderable difficulty in the way of taking any por
tion of Texas, i have not the same difficulties, j am
frank to declare that, under the difficulties which lie in
the vfray of a settlement of this question, I would be per¬
fectly willing to take such a portion as would pm«n
end to all strife between Texas and New Mexico, and
restore harmony to that people. I am perfectly satisfied,
sir, that the senator Iroin Illinois should present his
amendment to the amendment, limiting the Territory to
that range of mountains that lie* parallel with the Rio
Grande; 1 would be satisfied to take that, if gentlemen
are more content to limit the teriitory thus to be cut off
to a smaller amount. I rejs-at that I have three objects
in view.to settle the boundary of Texas, to prevent col¬
lision between New Mexico and Texas, and, third, not
to separate a portion of the people, and subject them to
the great incouvt-nience of being annexed to New Mex¬
ico, to which they do not properly belong.,Mr. DOUGLAS. In litieniug to this discussion, I ap¬
prehend that a slight variation of the terms of the atneml-
tiieut propose I might recouciie all the conflicting opin¬
ions. It teems now to be concc led that the desert, or
the Journey of the Dead, as it is calic I, ought to be the
boundary between Texas and New Mexico. The sena-
tor Irom Kentucky thinks his line secures that boundary.
Others think that it is necessary to go to the 34th |wr-
a!lei to secure that boundary. 1 have written an amend¬
ment, which I intend to otter at a proper time, which will
secure that important point, by piovidiug that the north¬
ern boundary of the State of Texas shall be a line drawn
due ea|t from the Rio Grande, through the centre of the
Jornada del Muerto, or the Journey of the Dead, to the
Red river. Take the centre of that desert, beginning
with the Rio Giande, and run due east until you reach
t tie Red river, no matter what the .latitude maybe, i
think this will decide the questiou.
Mr. CLAY. 1 regret extremely, sir, this obstruction

to the progress of the debate upon the subject of a few
miles more or less upon the Rio Grande. I repeat, sir,
what I have said before, that 1 have no ultimatum* nor
line qua non». But, really, I do think, after a full consid¬
eration of the committee on the subject, there ought to be
some disposition to acquiesce in the decision which it pave.I think tlie honorable senator from Alabama [Mr. Kino]
has correctly stated what occurred before the committee.
The first idea was El Paso, pressed very much, and unx-

iously pressed by me. Then the next idea was to go
just above, and leave that whole piece to Texas. There
was some talk about those inhabitants who would not
like to be separated from Texas. First was proposed
ten miles, and then twenty miles. Then I proposed
twenty nulcs in a straight line, instead of following the
meandering!oi the river. As the senator from Alabama
states, we had information that we might extend it some
distance above; but, upon that point, 1 deny that we
have reached any satisfactory evidencs. Now, sir, I bee to
call the attention of the Senate to the fact as to the differ¬
ence between the position of Texas and New Mexico.
Texas has upon this floor her two senators. They are

naturally dispo«ed, in negotiating for their State, to get
all they can. I make no reproaches against them {or
that. But the information I get from the delegate of the
Territory there, is veiy dirterent from that derived
Irom the senators from Texas. I have no doubt tbat they
acquired their information from others, and not from per¬
sonal knowledge ol tbat particular locality. In point of
fact, I understand that twenty milea north of El Paso will
include the bulk of the inhabitants. There may be some
few outsiders, or a village of one or two hundred inhabi-
tants, or some scattering ranclieroe, extending all the way
upto the Journey ol Death. But fixing the boundaries
ot States.of empires, perhaps.is it of any importance
whether there are a few inhabitants above or below the
line? We do not care for that. The honorable senator
states, what 1 have no doubt he believes, that those peo¬
ple desire to be attached to Texaa. Now,the delegate,
who sits behind me at this moment, statea directly the
reverse.
Mr. RUSK, (interposing.) Has he ever been there ?
Mr. CLAY. He Das been from Santa Fe down to El

Paso, and he has also letters written from that place, rep¬
resenting that the inhabitants do not want to belong to
Texas. How are we to act in thia state of uncertainly
and want of information to look at the Jacts I The fact
is that the proposed inhabitants to be included in Texas
would be not less than seven hundred mdei from their
seat of government. Indeed, I do not know how they
will get there. I have heard that the best way for some
of the inhabitants of Texas, about Houston or Galves¬
ton, to reach Santa Fe is to go through the United States.
logo by the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, and thence
across by land. Now, how are these few inhabitant*,
who are supposed to be so desirous to be attached to
Texas and not to New Mexico, to travel the journey to
their seat of government? It is twice the distance from
the capital ol Texas that it is from Santa Fe, and
inaccessible, or at least with lunderances very diffi¬
cult to be overcome, lying in the way And all this
time there is ihie tine natural road, this great com¬
mercial highway.one of the best roads in the United
States, from Santa Fe to El Paso, having no difficulty but
want ol water.a want which the caravans ol merchan¬
dise take care to supply beforehand. And, besides, ere
long, there will be ampte supplies of water. I have bait
a do/en of ttiein in Asiiland, and there are hundreds and
thouaandsof them in Kentucky. Ae the settlements All
up.as the. population increases.there will be modes as¬
certained to form deep holes of water to supply this dis¬
tance of ninety to one hundred miles. All along the way
there is a fine natural road, without at\y obstruction or
mountains of any considerable size, but with the finest

frass on all sides. Really, I do hope that my friend from
'exes will not persevere in his desire to claim this two

and a half degrees, when, as I have already suggested, s

much less amount of pecuniary consideration must he of¬
fered to Texas in that ense than would he proposed it the
line'remains as nptrtei by t e CmMNitiee of IWter*
There may be h »t>v niiia .luuit* left VVn.it they want,
we really do n«>t kn>iw. I neie is an oppewi.e state of in-
loroMUTu up,)ii t Mlf an.I iin iMiwrmeHioii as nt th tif urn-
m r. I repeat ».r, in me finnt.un of mis h ie netween
.S «v ,\|. Miumil I e a as.girHig to Texas l£l Paso snd
i a nulk >.< me iniiaoitM.i* aioand that pass.we ought
,»»ie soislie I, tind the rc; o:t of the co.unuiUteadhered to.
Mr. RUvSK. I do not desire to throw tiie slightest ob¬

stacles in the way of the passage of this bill. 1 have

mvVuuuor?y SL, ?el U i.l?,"fb * "h»P« that I can girt it
my support. So faru the Slate which i have the honor

y,ield wor" ,h*n >'>y

SlffUyi-fBr
inony, and settle the distracting questions wlich now aei-

lf Il «^U?lfy; ,n ,Ucn way as to do justice to the rights
US ,h"Ps "lHr« ^'tation But while 1 will do flu.,

oi Texaa will do it, ahe has acquired
at the coat of blood and by years of war, what ahe will
not surrender to unju>t demand*, however backed bv
opposing numbers. Any comroveray with people ol
SanU Fe would be Jeprccated by the Stale of fexas
a, » yn c,lu®" °t 'hat State more than myself
of th.UriMd Stilt lhe .utho'itie« °f the fovernment
be l2l h! ' r%ard ,01'hw 4"esli(jn, would

l*rrl, T"r* m",ta'c® tke tem-

asiIh mrun»nl . .TeXaa '/ 'hey would submit for
a single moment to terms of degradation, imposed on
them in disregard of the principle? of right H^.k I
make no unreasonable request here. 1 ask that these

woild bXhli£ h!4U'r?U '.VT*. ,hrou«h wh«re ^ey
would be liable to be scalped by Indians. For, while thin

after nhi C(Jntrov"8>' '. $°"»K on here, while objection
to the agitation of the country,

nliJL schemes are set on loot,* state here in mv
place.l have authority for stating it, and it cannot be

i.°r- dan,"*H'hat the people -of Santa Fe are

than hi y* ^ tbm ui lhe UttJted States
tpau they were before Gen. Kearny took ixmseaainn nf
nadfWM y 8h°U,d "0t ,he8e >*°P,e below the Jor¬
nada del Muerto remain with Texas it tbey are content ?
There was no force carried to El i'aso to onrani/L* them

^iaJ?r perhaps a comj>anion or two, were

r'heS weWrelettt0f,rhef0U,,,,ry °f 1W tor That pur^
i ney were felt free to choose as they thought oroner bv
the commanding offlcer and no influencewuS
nmi»r^h * 'ecord on your uble shows. And yet,
ilJIn J clrc"lD#tances, they organized themselves
nto a county, and vote with Texas. And now it is said
to be a matter of such vast importance that the line should
be fixed twenty miles above El Paso, that these woX
are to be separated from Texas, and Texaa is chained
iI'.hI t °U1 °wo,8'tion ,lf "he asks to have the line ex¬
tended so as to include these Dapple within her territory

venture to assert that if yoWTiil take away JourZ
litical missionaries, and withdraw your influences from
among the people of Santa Fe, they will quietly organ-

rl,0,"y T,,". "ny particular point
o iJZVhu, ,h T1 u?nc® lo ,ne- I am anxious only
d^l H.TntWl\of lhe county of ® are in¬
cluded. I do not care about going up as high even as the
senator from Illinois, [Mr. JWlas,] in a spirit of con

£Let ,he commence at a

Joinadi ,t»l m krande,.opposit6 lhe lower end of the
Jornada del Muerto, aod run from thence to where the
one hundredth degree of west longitode crosses the Ked
river; whether the line be that, or thirty-four, is of no
great consequeniie. either to the United States or Texas.

desired ihJi, *"! ul,y sir, of the anxious
desire ol the honorable senator from Texas to concur in
the amicable adjustment of thi* whole affair, I do not

cZl1 ' I Uul l, ,bi«* he has flowed himself to be
come unnecessarily excited upon this question, lie

oiT»iu Ve7 f"d, determination of the people
ol Texas. 1 never doubted it. 1 here is not a man who

brave" m bul Tho kuow* that they are
brave. But they are no more brave than the rest of the
people ol the United Stales, I should judge. They are
not a particle more brave. They constituted once a part
ot the same people; and I do not suppose they have ac-

SIM S*** any additional valor in their
veins beyond what they carried there, and beyond what

I'l'if )ni y ,bo*® they lelt behind. But it is useless to

dltmn [*rtry' andi£l#orl,"K to conflict» and the degra-
iTniV t

What degradation is there ? Are not
the United Mates at liberty to make proposals to Texas

cla!m° itfbuy " P°n'on of what Text
P *'1"* ^ber termory, ottering her own terms, and

i.!JVX le*M/he nght to determine whether to ac¬

cept them or not. I hear the honorable senator always
with so much pleasure, and in general with so much in-
.truction, lhat I never fail to listen to him with great
satis.action. But allow me to say, that ii be were in¬
trusted by Texas with full powers lo settle this question
we might discuss it mote freely and fully than we cat

iT,do- I. not from yrex« to Tex",
but from the United Siates to Texas-* proposition to
sett e upon certain specified boundaries, and an offer of a

mnMy- Now. 1 cannot conceive that it
would be any more offensive to Texas to offer to purchase
of her a tract of land, than lor oue neighbor to make a

«! T k
to anol,>er> fixinK the price, which the other

Tcia, [h l.°.rCC!,,t? "?'¦ u he °hooses. Towards
I rxas, I have the kindest feelings ; but if the line should
be so changed as to restore to Texas nearly one half of

t£rTy it^een-i?i*nd 3d* degrees, which thecom-
iniitee propoaed that Texas should cede, we should be nt-
erly unable to offer to Texas any such jwcuniary equiva-
wdllf.' 8|rongly disposed to give. There
will be diAcuities enough upon that point of the subject
when we have come to it. But let us not increase them
by giving Texas nearly one-half of the territory, under

T.J- a f.k . '* "S!®6 scattering inhabitanta in
^ leaving Texas to expect just at large

"tkIL WJUlv,Uen,> a* if ^0 whole terntofy
was ceded. I liw was a matter which produced in the
aimmittee much more discussion than any other of the
topics connected with the arrangement. It gave the
coinmiltee the most trouble and the most anxiety, to
make a proper adjustment of this territory. We took up
lhe subject and acted u^ion it. We proposed a line; and
I said yesterday, sir, to those who are so unwilling,to
su ender any portion of Texas, that, for one, I should be
willing to take the line, in substance, represented by the

mrMr,, (b(|i"ll!ll< at fcl FlMO' 01 twenty
miles above Ll Paso, if jou please, running to the Red

fi'n-Tl0> lh? 4idde«r" 1 thought throwing
ofl nearly two-thirds ol what is proposed to be ceded by
, lb,e 1 n.lted States, and retaining only a slip upon
the Rio Grande, I would be willing to accede to
tnat. In short, sir, I was so anxious for adjustment m
an amicable and satisfactory manner, in this great and
troublesome affair, that there is scarcely anything I should

JVP1 willing to do. But I must repeat, sir, that I
Ihink it is iar better to adhere to the line proposed by the

°°mT Bvviri" ,0»*° If ''I?4 degrees of north fonwle.
Mr. rOOTh,. I really think that 1 have some right to

complain of my honorable friend from Kentucky, (Mr
t.L*Y,j who seems lo be more or Jess disposed to complain
ol my amendments having been offered. Why, sir, 1 have
not been »pecially troublesome on this head; and as the
amendments brought forward by me are not of a nature vi¬

tally to affect the bill in any of its main featurea, I think
that they might have been received with a little more of
that complamance which has so happily marked the gens-
ral demeanor ol the honorable senator from Kentucky as
an acknowledged leader in the great struggle now in pro¬
gress. I must say that t think it a little unfortunate that,'
at this stage of the measure, it should be urged that the
*, ,°'e J?'"11 of Adjustment, jn<t as it came from the hands
of lhe Committee of Thirteen, should be adopted, without
any material change whatever.

ilia?.' (In bl* "eat ) Who has insisted upon

Mr FOOTE. f know that ^ie honorable aanator from
KentuckyJiaa heretofore said, aa other friends of the bill

wVr! %Z'y d^lafe,J'that all reasonable amendments)
were to be received w.th faVbr, and adopted, if it should
be supposed judicious to do so. Indee.1, when the plan
ol Aitjustmeni has been from time to time assailed, I have
rnnsUntly insisted that it should not bis too unsparingly
condemned before a sufficient opportunity should have
been enjoyed for improving it by suitable amendments. I
have certainly all possible resj>ect for the Committee of
11 hirteen; out I must say thst I deem it at least possible
that they may have erred in some material points, and,
wishing to make the bill in all res|<ecta as perfect as

practicable, 1 must be allowed to suggest dt-ficiences
where I suppose them actually to exist. However, as I
have already said, I do not attach any rery great import¬
ance to the amendments which i have offered ; and in a

?pirit of conciliation and compromise, I have j«st agreed
to lake, as a substitute for two of them, one which will
be presently brought to the notice of the Senate by the
honorable senator from Maryland, [Mr. P«*tt,) and
another which has just been prepared by the honorable
senator from Illinois, [Mr. Douous ] The Senate may
rest confidently assured that I shall throw no unnecessa¬

ry obstacles in the way, or exhibit any superabundant
tenaciousness on any immaterial point.
Mr. PRATT I take it for granted, Mr. President,

lhat every member oi tne Senate n.»s in view the Mine

oi»|eci
Mr. CLAY. Will the senator fro it Maryland allovr

me to sugf-st that ihe bettar way would be io vote upon
tue amendments in succession, and dispose of them t

Mr. PRATT resumed. My only object, air, is, if |
can do so, to offer such an amendment as will be ac¬

ceptable lo both sides of the chamber, in lieu of . por¬
tion of the amendment offered by the aenator from Mis¬
sissippi.
The amendments under consideration, as proposed by

tbe senator from Mississippi, embrace two objects. The
one la the extent of the territory which is to be ceded by

to otm aviflcinni. 1

ThsaaMoT nopenoa wtlthsiMaraiepaaserhMasa»l«M
»«raaat ofta* nhcrtfUw Uu* la hIwm.
W*aat wtmttM m*y fcnttri m mum*y fey I

.>» sad all rtH «.H fey «

Xkt vt»U«T** rAIMU to pakNshs* WMpmMT Oaitag ms ".
gfam ut Vumgiw, «a4 Muii-w««kl)r *<uia( Uts mm.
Sabrcrtption* tor 1 p*,;p4 Im> tbut a yaar «Ut fes nsstvs4

wrwi propartfoanl to Mm iWu iuuI kin.

p^POSTMAMTEKMm awbotisMl to Mil Ni^iWl, fe»
Madia* m nil DAILY MifeMrtkon, wllb fM mlwii, or »ivs
HBMI-WKKKLY rulwctthsn, wiUi «ucIom4 I or rtraWWLY

witli 910 swolasrS, wiU b« eattil*4 la oaa copy Sf MM
edition aa they ftirata* us safesovsn tor, gratto.

Texas ; the other relates to the law which is to operate
upon the territory eo ceded.
The aenetor from Illinois [Mr Douglas] haa propoasd

an amendment which I hope will be acceptable 10 the
8enute, by which the extent of the territory ie defined,
and the amendment which I propose to offer refers to the
law which is to govern that Territory.

But 1 desire to say one word in regard to ibe boundary
between Texas and New Mexico, as established by the
bill under consideration, before I offer my amendment. I
may be entirely mistaken, Mr. President, in the geo-
graphical position of the country, but as-referred to io
litis debate.and I shall be glai if the senator from Ken¬
tucky, [Mr. Clay,] or any other senator who ia more fa¬
miliar with its geographical position than I am, wilt cor¬
rect me, I understand that from the poiut twenty miles
above El 1*880, which is the northern boundary orTexas,
to the Desert, or l'asaage of Death, the distance is only
forty miles, and that the desert itself ia from ninety to
one hundred and twenty miles in breadth, without water
on any part ol it. Now, it aeems to me that this terri¬
tory lying btween the ndrlherti boundary of Texaj
and New Mexico, as propoaed ta be established by
this bill, would be entirely unprotected by the
government of New Mexico, to which it would be
attached. If the northern boundary of Texas ia ex-
teaded to tlie southern border of the Passage of Death,
then the territory in question would belong to Texas,and
it*people could be easily protected by the government
of Texas; but if the present boundary is continued, this
narrow strip of country will belong to New Mexico, and
before it* inhabitants could be protected by the authori¬
ties of New Mexico, they would be obliged to croee this
desert of one hundred and twenty miles in extent Its
people would be practically unprotected by the govern¬
ment to which they would belong. It does seem to me,
Mr. President, that if I am right in the view I have ex¬
pressed as to the geography of the country, in fixing a

Boundary between these two States, it would be better for
both States that the northern boundary of Texas should
be extended to the southern border of the desert, eo aa to
include all the inhabitable portion of the country aoutb of
thi* desert as a part of Texas.
Now, sir, as to the law which -is to govern the coun¬

try, all sides of the chamber apjtear to concur that the
law as it note standi should continue to be the law gov*
erning this subject, and the otlly difficulty which can ex¬
ist must be in drawing oat a provision to carry plainly
into effect this object. 1 have, with this view, draughted
the amendment which I proposed to offer. It, in my judg¬
ment, effect* the object desired, and will, I have reason to
believe, meet with the concurrence of a majority of the
Senate:
Provided, That nothing herein contained (hall be so con¬

strued ai to annul, abrogate, or itfioi the resolutions ol an¬

nexation.It being 1be true Intent and meaning of this act
that 1he said resolutions shall not be altered, annulled, or
aii'dottd by anything herein contained.
Mr. FOOTE. I accept that amendment
Mr. DOUGLAS. In the mean time 1 would suggest to

the honorable senator from Mississippi to withdraw hia
amendment until the question can be taken upoa%the
question of boundary separately.
Mr. FOOTE. Very well; 1 will withdraw it for the

present, to sccommooate the senator from Illinois.
Mr. DOUGLA.S. I now move to slrika out of the

thirty-ninth section the following words:
First. The northern boundary of said State shall be as

follows Beginning at the point on the Rio del Norte, com-

moiily called El Paso, and running up that river twen<y
miles, measured by a t>tralgh( line thereon, and thence
eastwardly to a point where the hundredth degree of west

longitude trasses Keel river, belnjf 1be southwest angle in tbe
line designated betwern the Uuited States apd Man-
00, and the sains angle in tbe line of the territory set apart
for the Indians by the United States.
And insert the following:
Tbe northern boundary of the State of Texas ihall be a

line drawn due east from the Kio Grande to the southern
end of lite Joruada del Muerto, or Journey of the Dead, to
ilie Red river, and thence down tbe centre of said river;
and the easter.i boundary of 'he territory of New Mexico
.hull be the range of mountains or dividing ridge secret¬
ing the waters flowing into th-< Rio Gra'ide lr-tn the waters
lluwing into yie Arkansas and Red liveis-

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I have
been listening with great attention to tbe frienda of this
measure.tbe so called pacificators.discussing it, we are
to presume, however appearances may be, in a spirit of
compromise and conciliation. I have listened, sir, Doping
that they might at least arrive at something tangible.
something which might be understood, if not appreciated,
as worthy of adoption by taose who are not involved in
tbe mania of compromise upon whatsoever terms. I have
heard arguments based on pecuniary considerations in the
nature 01 tbe arxumtntw* ad homntm, topographical
arguments, and political arguments. 1 have heard, in fine,
every species tf argument which relates to the superficial
sspect of this queetiou, but nothing on the great principle
involved.tbe source of power on which they rely.
Mr. Presideut, what I wish to know is, whence this gov¬

ernment derives the power to purchase territory from
Texas or any other State. From what clauee of the con¬
stitution do you derive tbe authority to pay money for
jurisdiction over lands now within the limits of a State ?
and whence does Texas derive the power to eell f I have .

said upon a former occasion there we* nothing more

jealously guarded by the framers of tbe constitution
thsn tbe invasion of the States by the rowers of the
general government It is s government of Artaia specific,
enumerated powers; and I Jo not find any of thess enu¬
merated powers extending to thie case. The general
government is authorized to purchaae lote for arsenals,
navy-vards, and dock-yards, and a limited district for a .

seat of the government of tbe UnitedStatee; because, for
such purposes, they are necessary and indiapeoaable for
the purposes of the government; out whence do you ob¬
tain the power to make extensive purchase of territory
from a State like this, which ia now proposed.to take
from the State of Texas enough territory to make three
ordinarily sized States without authority from the con¬
stitution of the Uuited States, and in violation of tbe rea-
olutions of annexation f
And is Texas alone involved in this transaction / The

senator from Kentucky says it is not a question betwe*
Texas and Texas, but between Texas and tbe United
Stales. I think it is a question between the United Statea
throughout, or, if you please, between the different po-
itical inters its of the United State*. Texas baa, I think,
no power to sell this territory. What were the consid¬
erations whirh led certain Stales of this Union to con¬
sent to the admission of Texas into tbe Union, and to tbe
assumption of the obligations which recalled from that
annexation In the resolutions of annexation, we find
that the right is recognised to erect a certain number of
new States, with certain institutions, tn which tbe weak¬
er section of the United Mates are deeply interested-
nay, more, in which, if I am not mistaken, all whode-
sire the perpetuity of thia Union are vitally ctactiUfu.
Texas has no right, therefore, to sell out this territory,
and deleat this expectation connected with her annexa-

"now, sir, a few remarks merely as tolhe different kmda
of arguments which have been made lor the proposi¬
tions ol the bill for this cession of territory. As reports
the pecuniary put of tbe proposition bow before us, 1 do
not know what influence it may have apon Texaa; but,
for one, if I could find the power in the constitution to
authorize me to vote for this payment 0# money to bar, I
would far sooner vote it to her lor maintaining her lam-
tory intact, and her jurisdiction unimpaired, than lor any
other purpose. So much lor that. .. ,

I think few errors could be more gross than those which
have been committed on the topographical branch of this
question. I have great respect lor the authority quoted
by the honorable senator from North Carolina, ^Mr.
MaMtfM.1 The officer to whom he refered waa entirely
competear to make the exploration upon which M has
reported. Hut what was bis exploration or Una of route
fora military road from San Autonio to LI Paso > Where
does the'exploration touch the valley of lift Rio Grande,
when it reaches its termination t Just there itcroaaes U»e
mountain ridge which limits the valley of the RioGraade.

Here, I would remark, is presented a l»mark able feature
in the formation of our comment. Above that pa«nt U»e
river runs on the wast side of the highest ridge, there

abruptly breaks through the mountain range, aod tue
watere which seemed to be due to the Pacific are poerad
into the boeorn of the Atlantic. That n-er, too, is the
great reeervoir into which the melting snows of tha
mountains are collected, bearing the treasures of Jhau
fertility to be deposited upon the aliuvial plains below.
Although arid and sand plains occasionally encroach on
this part of the rivers, tbe fertile spots are ka"Hy s«-

pa««ed for beauty and excallence of soil in the waols
world We knoW. sir,*that upon tha western aide of tbe
river, at the ancient town of El Paso, wae once one of
me most fljarisaini <»l tt» * "'t ¦<">' »<>*!» <>' ««*.
itv of New ifpein ft I* » coaairy the fertility of WhWB,
like that of ancient Kjypt, is ineastii hy the WOOtat Ol
water winch it contain'. I bavs no tear ol any diflcui
ties growing outol the sterility ol the oaa ry, m sup¬
posed by the honorable senator. The wide-sprea I steril¬
ity o 1 which he speaks ia not in the va'lay, but ia the in¬
terior, where, and only where, there is a want of water
In the valley of the Kio Grande there ia no sach difficul¬
ty It oaly requires labor, enterprise, skill, and capital


